
How Payment Standards are Determined: Laconia Housing 
Authority (LHA) establishes a payment standard schedule that 
sets payment standard amounts for each Fair Market Rent 
(FMR) area within our jurisdiction (Belknap County), and for 
each unit size within each of the FMR areas. As required by 
HUD, LHA’s payment standards are set within the “basic 
range” established by HUD – between 90 and 110 percent of 
the published FMR for each unit size.  

Utility Allowances 
(Effective July 1, 2025) 

Utility and heating allowances for Housing 
Choice Vouchers are determined annually 
using climate data and current fuel prices 
gathered by the New Hampshire Housing 
Finance Authority. The current amounts for 
Belknap County are:  

 2026 Payment Standards: 

0BR – $1,241  1BR – $1,425  
2BR – $1,800  3BR –$2,219  
4BR – $2,676  5+BR – Call 

PLEASE NOTE: Payment Standards are based on Bedroom size of Voucher not apartment, minus 
any/all utiltiy allowances the tenant is responsible to pay for.

Payment Standards
(October 1, 2025)




